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The Wellesley Whole Foods plans to expand into a 
Washington Street location currently occupied by Star 
Market depending on the outcome of new lease 
agreement to be voted on at Town Meeting. 


Wellesley- 


Whole Foods plans to expand into a Washington Street location currently 
occupied by Star Market depending on the outcome of new lease agreement 


to be voted on at Town Meeting. 


“We've been looking for an opportunity to expand our store, Chris Snell, 
Whole Foods’ vice president of construction design and development said at 
Tuesday's Board of Selectmen meeting. “This is a location that we've coveted 


for a long time.” 


The plan is contingent on the town voting to change the lease agreement for 
the Cochituate Aqueduct land, which sits directly adjacent to the Star Market 
building, and currently makes up part of the parking lot. The town currently 
leases the land to Cambridge-based Gravestar Inc., which also owns the Star 


Market property. 


Gravestar is looking to change the terms of the current lease agreement, set 
to run out in 2012, from five years with a five-year renewal option, to 20 
years with renewal options of up to 25 years. The lease changes will be 


covered under Article 26 at Town Meeting. 


Whole Foods hopes to officially take over the space from Star Market in 
October, and have it redone, and reopened by the summer of 2011. Their 


current location would remain open during the transition. The new location 
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would include some green features like solar power, and possibly some kind 


of fuel cell that would reduce the building's reliance on the town’s power grid. 


Whole Foods has occupied its current Washington Street location for more 
than 30 years, dating back to when it was called Bread & Circus. The Star 
Market space is around 20,000 square feet, far more than the 5,900 square 
foot space Whole Foods currently occupies. The move would also increase 


Whole Foods’ available parking from 19 spaces to over 200. 


“I think this announcement tonight is going to make many people in 
Wellesley have big smiles on their faces,’ Barbara Searle, chairman of the 
Board of Selectmen, said. “Certainly any of us who have been in one of your 
newer stores we walk in and your jaw drops, and you go, Wow, this is 


fabulous.” 
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